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throughout his dominions. Similarly, the tax on Hindu pilgrims
at Muttra and other holy places was done away with in 1563.
The practice of sati grieved Akbar and he decreed that Hindu
widows should in no case be forced to court death on the funeral
pyres of their husbands. Voluntary self-immolation was permitted,
but that too only after all persuasions to the contrary had failed.
Once he rushed fifty miles to save Raja Jaimars wife from the
ordeal that awaited her following the death of her husband. She
was the daughter of Rana Uday Singh, and was known throughout
Hindustan for her beauty and intelligence. According to Abul
Fazl, "the saviour of humanity extended to the high Rani the
honour of giving her a place in his harem."
Beautiful women, of any religion or nationality, were to Akbar
"the gifts of God to be preserved and be thankful for." Later, he
changed his views in life. In a saying, said to have been spoken at
what turned out to be his death-bed, Akbar equated beautiful
women with alcoholism and gambling, and warned all men, especi-
ally kings, against falling into their trap. At 38, he thought diffe-
rently. One of the most shapely and graceful Rajput Princesses at
the court was chosen by him to be the first wife of his eldest son
Prince Salim. She was Man Bai, daughter of Raja Bhagwan Das and
sister by adoption of Raja Man Singh. Salim gave her the name
Shah Begum, and lived happily with her till another beautiful
woman came between them, and led her to commit suicide by
taking a lethal dose of poison. Their son Khusrau lived to play a
minor role in the drama of succession that stirred the court while
Akbar was still alive.
The Hindu strain in Akbar's character became so pronounced
that many believed that he was a reincarnation of some Hindu
saint or god. A folk-song of Oudh describes him as a Hindu holy-
man in his previous birth. It says:
The atrocities of Muslim rulers against their Hindu subjects
galled him. He was pious and learned. People respected him for
his courage and wisdom. His name was Mukand Brahamchari.
He yearned for liberation from the Muslim yoke. His trust in
God being firm, he staged a yagya to invoke Him that he be
born a Kshatriya warrior in the next life. His wish was granted,
but only partially. A mistake in the ceremonial of the yagya
led to his being born a Muslim King6 He is Akbar Padshah, the